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WHERE NAMES COME FROM
I tend to name my dogs based on their be-
havioral traits. With five dogs, two of which 1
show, the process by which I came up with
each of their names was as quirky and spirited
as the dogs themselves. Burberry is named af-
ter the store that sells fine English rainwear.
My favorite brand, it seemed, was also his—he
managed to chew on it, and only it, as a puppy.
Kidder’s Geste was always having fun at oth-
ers’ expense. While the other dogs were turned
away, he would take their toys, lie on them, and
then watch as the rightful owners searched in
vain. No mean thief, he would eventually re-
turn the toy. For short, I call him Kidder.
Some people base their dogs’ names on
their breed. Mr. Bumble is a stout English
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HELPFUL HINTS

When choosing a pet's name, anything goes. However, there are
a few helpful hints that can make the process—and the resulfs—
a little smoother. Mlﬁhmmmﬂurmmmn

bulldog that belongs to my client,
Lorenzo. His name says it all: The
breed is a bit formal (as those Brits
can be), but bulldogs are definitely on
the tubby, laid-back side. “They take
their sweet time and enjoy life, much
like the bumblebee visiting their
flowers,” says Lorenzo. Another
client, Daphne, named her Rhodesian
Ridgeback (a breed of African ances-
try) Kenya, although she tends to
stick to the small game, unlike her
predecessors.

What do you do, though, when your
pup behaves and doesn’t have an eas-
ily defined lineage? (Good Dog and
Mutt, after all, don’t have quite the
ring.) There are plenty of places to
troll for bright ideas. The easiest is to
look where new parents always go—a
baby book. The most popular dog

name, in fact, is also widespread
among the preschool set: Max.
Favorites like Sam and Lily are often
used by pet parents who love the
name but weren't able to bestow it on
a human child. The book, of course,
can also be used to find less common
names that would fit your new little
furry baby, like Agatha.

While you're at the library, per-
haps there are characters from
beloved books that you'd like to
have around the house—
you could cuddle up &
with Jay Gatsby .
or play fetch
with  Huck
Finn. Paris Hil-
ton famously |
named her tiny
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