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5 AVIAN COMPANIONS GO, the
A hinch is precry much ideal for many
birdlovers. Found all over the waorld
from the deserts of Awsiralia to the AW lamals
ol Siberia, these small, perching songbirds come
in a variery of breeds and colors. Whether you
choose 3 papular society or zebra finch, priced at
& Frw dollars, or a beatiful L.:d'_l.' E;null.li.:.n, which can com a h-u
hundred dallars, there’s a finch for everyone’s taste.
Finches are simple to care tos; wo — they're not destruceive either
i yimit home of their |'|.I|'.|i|al, and are happl.r.'ﬂ rnrtrr:iinmg 1".|1.ﬁ'r|
sclves or a finch friend with whom they share a cage. They thrive in
calm, quicr fand ymoke-free) homes where they're appreciated for
themselves. If you'ne comssdering adopting a finch, following are a few
tips for kecping your new companion healthy and happy:

* Pick our 2 warm, sunny, drafe-free locanion for your bid’s home
Stay away from the kitchen, where cooking and cleaning fumes
may harm your pal. (Noge that secondary agarette, cgar, or pipe
smeke may be lechal, as well.) Nody or heavaly trafficked aneas
arent good for these binds, cither. {Although energeric, they don't
|nmi[-: [H =] '-u't||.] A bll:ll.iJlt; I.lL'Pﬁ_ a meddlesome cai, or |||qui.u-
rive children who like o stick their hands in the cage will frighten
yourr finch,
Finches need a daily dier of primasily pelleted Food, seeds, and
fresh waner. Avian expens recommend supplementation with seed
treats, greens, opggs, vegetables, fruio, and depending on che
species, even commercially packaged bugs, as well. Vieaming help
maintain cheir good health, and & curthehane contributes to beak
maintenance. Alis, grivis cscnial, as ic plays a role in cheir diges-
tion. Make sure o ask specifically for finch griv ac your bocal per
store, because it must be small enough for them o swallow,

* Choose s modest-sied cape that where your feathered friend can
move and fly around comformably: the longer the better, so dhat
your bird can fly from onc end o the other. “IF you're serious
abaur finch hlh‘lJl'I'lE.. _'nlIJ'|| wWani o et g a :Fl.u.'wu.l ouitdoor
aviary as well,” nores Sonia Hernandez-Divers, DYM, DACZM,

GOOD
Finch
keeping

IT’S EASY TO GIVE
YOUR FEATHERED
FRIEND ALL THE
COMFORTS OF HOME.

of the Llnn‘rr:.ll::.' of im:lp.a. “ai birds who can't Ii:.'
rarely breed socoessfully,” Make sure the spacing
between the bars 15 mghe, so thar your bisd can®
aither escape or get caught berween the bars, "It
importane to avoid overcrowding your cages with
adds D Hernander-Divers, "as
these lictle guys can be quite termitonal and may figh
if you've put oo many together in 3 small area.”
® Line the botom of the cage with paper rowels or newspring fos
casy |.'|¢J.:lii15. A bew accewories will make VAL ferscl's life emoe
cniertaiming. [ry a vanety of perches of different rexoures and
diametcrs (which also keeps thair feer healthy), 2 smiall nesy box
nf gnut.i. anmd Fresh BiCEnETY; which vou can oe in -liﬁ‘:trflq arcas
to coeate viswal barsiers between birds (but don’t overdecorare)
Wash the cage and acomssorics, inchuding bowds, once a week in
hat, soapy warer, Rinse and dry thoroughlhy:.

Iﬂ'l.'l'll II'IIJi."u';dhLI.I'L'

If yos're: boodkingg for an casy pet who's fun o warch and pleasane
oo listen 1o, finches make grear companions. They're lively birds,
each wirh 3 disniner and unique personality thar makes him or her
s wonderfil addivion o oncs home. For more informarion on finch
dict, housing, and healch care, be sure o consult your veterinarian
and the avian specialists ar your bocal pet-supply store,
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