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l\__t, Whnt a difference a bird makes!
4 By Charlotte Reed
Photos By Carolyn A McKecme

process down 1o 3 science. Dﬂﬂnﬂwﬂl'lfﬂﬂﬂﬂm
Also, by visiting my local pet  Forpet meeting the parents — mrﬂ-elmlnii]wl'm
store and monitoring it Web sdte  more worried about introducing him to oy bird. Bird tales
regubarky, T always find soper sav-  include: Sophie Johnson, telling me that her mischievous par-
ings and sometimes | buy so  rolet, Simon, always poops on the beads of new gentleman
much that T even qualify for  callers, and Alisha Smith. her mid-town Manharan neighbor
frew shipping todd me her possessive qonure, Meroedes, will scream and bite
Like I smid, 1 am  those who get oo close 1o her. But Gwen Goldueln, an
working to keep my  acquaintance | met at the bird shop, has the fimniest probiem:
bird living in  "Every time my boyfriend comes over to relax om the coueh
Tuxury. and watch television, my African grey drowns out everything
with ‘Hello, hello Chardie” Tt was only until Danny, my
beryfriend, heard my mother call my Gther by name did he
truly believe Charlie was not the name of an ex - boylriewd.”
S0 where does a hip, bird-owning singleton meet others
with same particular interests? | saw a bird elub flyer posted
outside the local library and — they sy birds of 3 feather flock
togethier — I actually thought than my new avian inerese
might help me meet same interesting guys. Even i 1 didn'y
mieet amyone 1o date, | figured | conbd at lesst spend the afier-
noon with people who are craxy aboat their birds, and with
whom I could trade series and seek advice.
Litthe did 1 know about female/ male bird-owning
watlsties. The APPMA 2004 Pet Owners Survey reveals
that 12 percent of bird owners are men and that
wak very apparent at the club meeting Of the 35
women and three men who attended the meeting,
one man was & lecturer, another was married and
accompanied by his wife to the chab mecting and
the third was 4 singles guy practically lesshed 1o
his girdfriend with what looked like the lanyard
of 2 Flight Suit

The Respansihility Df True Love
Why can't my friends understand that [ fusg
can't pick up and go away over the weekend
now that 1 have a bird? Nor can 1 explain 1o

iy bwis dheat it is pot that 1 am really nervous
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aboui fying for that upcaming buatines
irip but I'm just worried about finding
quality bird care when | am away
Nothing ruffles mry feathers more than
my maiher suggeiting that 1 just leave &
big bowl of food in the cage and pur-
chase a bird water bottle before heading
out for vacation because "it's not like iy
a dog or cat, which need a lot of care.”

From mry ehiscussions with other bird
owners, | have come to realize that ane
of the higgest drawbacks of owning a
bird ik finding sppropriate bird care.
Glynma Christian, a Lawyer and owner of
twe 1 5-year-old cockatiels, wravels on
husines constantly, "Their cage must be
cleaned l:hilr and their ipH!Hl diet
maintained.” she says. "Plus they needs
lots of love and snuggle tme, so finding
a reliable bird sitter I8 imperative for oy
hectic lifestyle.”

In my case, my summer plans revobe
arpand renting o weekeid besch hovse n
the Hamptom with giddfends. We all
agreed that we widd spend the summer in
4 no-pets allowed house — bird inchuded.
Finding & bind-sirter who coubd live up o
my dermnanding standards was of utmmost
impartinsce for me, w0 1 calked my veten-
narian for a recommendation. My bird is
lilke trvy baby — even wl like: oy sie-
tex, | call comstandly wlsile I'm sy 10 malke
snere gt Michaed bs odory Lalso doubbe check
with mry docrman o make sune the sisver is
showwing up Truth be todd, 've even asked

iy mekghbor 1o listen through the wall (o
see L he hears amything — elther chierful
of mvourmifil squawks.

Another aliernative s w0 board your
i wehille you are oraveling, Manhaitan’s

Biled Camp, a bird sore on the Upper Ean
Side of Manhaizan, will board your bisd,
depending on the size of cage your pet
needs, for §14 0 530 2 day. The store
provides your bird his regular dies, fil-
vered water, 10y, love and fun in a dean
and congenial ammosphere.

Mather, I've Become A Maid
Whe would have guessed that 1'd be able
to clean up afier a bird when I've never
gputite been abibe o do it for oayself? Unbike
Mary Carter’s rescued macaw, Dr. Jekyll
and Mr Hyde "who is tallking pweetly one
minate and throwing his peanuts shells
in a frantic fit all of over the Qoor the
next” Sgr Michael just makes a mess
whien be cats, Although there is a seed

catcher arcnmnd the homom of his cage, its
o march for his enthusiastic feedings.
Theere are sexds all over the floor — even
thie wall mext o hds cage i ooated with a
fine dusting of feathers.

Generally, | chean up after him by hand,
Cinderelis-style. For his health and com-
fom, 1 sandelze his cape and it contents
every week, And daly, | change his papens
i the botom tray, wipe his perches
doay and wash his feeding cups, Many
days, 1am late for work, because [ have 1o
pull ou the necessary bug pricey animal
vacuum that be doesn’t like

Being a bird owner has taken more
commitmenl, acrifice and money then 1
ever imagined, but it has brought more
joy to miy lsthe apartment than 1 hoped
foe And as soon as I've saved up enough,
Sgt. Michae! will be mewing with me oo
bigger place — an apartment just perfect
for an aviary of fincles-wo be can have |
same friends, other than me. I'm a bird-
brain, all right, and preud of i 0 |

Charlotre Reed i & pet expert ond colurmnist for sev-
eru] magerines, inchuding American Magarne, Fido
Friendly and The Resident A fixrmer afeseney, Rend s
lirve o animals bed Ber 1o switch careers and found
T Doge 8, A Goat,  New York-besad compleie pet
care service in | 996, Charlotee ha shared her expert-
e om pets with millioes of prople chrough ber Fet-
(weing Made Eory seric of bookles and her
appeanences en CIM, Good Dey New York, Fox Pro
News end sther TV shons. She it curneecly writing
fwn ook an et - elasted topies
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